
 

 

Fact Sheet 

Adoption of the 2010 Standards for Accessible 
Design 
The Department of Justice Has Adopted Revised ADA Standards 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires the Department of Justice (the Department) to 
publish ADA design standards that are consistent with the guidelines published by the U.S. 
Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (Access Board). The Department has 
adopted revised ADA design standards that include the relevant chapters of the Access Boardâ€™s 
2004 ADA/ABA Accessibility Guidelines as modified by specific provisions of the Departmentâ€™s 
revised rules implementing title II and title III of the ADA. To minimize compliance burdens on entities 
subject to more than one legal standard, these design standards have been harmonized with the 
Federal standards implementing the Architectural Barriers Act and with the private sector model 
codes that are adopted by most States. The changes to the design guidelines were adopted by the 
Access Board as a series of separate rules that were combined in the 2004 ADA/ABA guidelines. 
These rules addressed recreation facilities, play areas, State and local government facilities 
(detention facilities and courthouses), and, finally, the revision of the Access Boardâ€™s 1991 
guidelines. These changes have been adopted, with some modifications, as the 2010 Standards for 
Accessible Design.  

SUMMARY OF CHANGES  

A. Recreation Facilities 

2. Recreational Boating Facilities (Sections 235, 1003)  

If boat slips are provided at a boating facility, the minimum number that must be accessible depends upon the 
size of the facility. Accessible boat slips must be dispersed throughout the various types of boat slips.  

Where boarding piers are provided at boat launch ramps, at least 5% (but no fewer than one) must be accessible. 
Gangways that are part of a required accessible route are to be accessible, subject to certain enumerated 
exceptions.  

8. Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, and Spas (Sections 242, 1009)  

Accessible means of entry/exit are required for swimming pools. Such accessible means of entry include a pool 
lift or sloped entry, and either a transfer wall, transfer system, or pool stairs. Wading pools must provide a 
sloped entry, and spas must provide a pool lift, transfer wall, or transfer system. Wave action pools, leisure 
rivers, and sand bottom pools where user access is limited to one area shall not be required to provide more than 
one accessible means of entry, either a pool lift, sloped entry, or a transfer system.  
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