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With their ability to use media over and over again,
regenerative filters are seen by some as the wave of the future.
BY PAUL STEINBACH

Eight enormous concrete bulkheads

fill with water, then release it all at
once, unleashing a surge that builds
to a 9-foot-high, white-crested

crescendo as it lifts, carries, drops and delights
visitors to Mt. Olympus Water & Theme Park
in the Wisconsin Dells. The outdoor attraction,
called Poseidon's Rage, debuted last season, and
its popularity quickly spread beyond this resort
town known as the water park capital of the
world and into the YouTube universe, where
video footage of the wave pool's fury circulated
among thrill seekers everywhere.

As director of maintenance at Mt. Olympus,

Jason Hammond's job is to prevent Poseidon's
Rage from spreading Cryptosporidium's
Revenge. That's why Hammond relies on four
regenerative media filters to keep the pool's
1.5 million gallons of water sparkling and safe.
The filters, which employ a milled mineral
called perlite as the filter medium, represent
a departure for Mt. Olympus, which features
sand filters on all of its other water attractions.

However, sand filtration on a pool the size
of Poseidon's Rage would be impractical,
according to Hammond. "We'd have to use
between 50,000 and 60,000 gallons of water
a day to backwash high-rate sand filters on
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